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29 July—The US 
military says it has 
detained a suspected 
member of Saddam 
Hussein's security team 
in pre-dawn raids north 
of Baghdad. 

According to the 
Associated Press the 
man is Adnan Abdullah 
Abid al-Musslit, a long- 
serving personal 

bodyguard for the 
deposed Iraqi leader, but 
there has been no 
official confirmation 
from US officials. 

He was seized, along 
with three other men, in 
Tikrit - the last city to 
fall to coalition forces 
during the Iraqi conflict 
and Saddam Hussein's 
hometown. 

US Deputy Secretary of 
State Richard Armitage 
said on Monday that 
troops carrying out such 
raids in Iraq "were just 



hours behind Saddam 
Hussein". 

Army spokesman Jeff 
Fitzgibbons told the BBC 
that the US troops had been 
able to close in on the 
suspect without any 
forewarning, thus avoiding a 
deadly shoot-out. 

The raids are the latest in a 
series of attempts to close in 
on the deposed leader and 
his entourage. 


Major Troy Smith said 


Dozens of soldiers were 
involved in the raids at 
two or three homes in an 
upmarket area of .the 
city. 

The man believed to be 
a bodyguard did try to 
resist arrest. Lieutenant 
Steve Russell said, but 
he was wrestled to the 
ground 

Just minutes after the 
house he was staying 
was stormed, the man 
was led away bleeding, 
attended by a medic who 
treated him after he was 
placed in the back of a 
Humvee armored 

vehicle He, like the 
other men seized, is now 
being interrogated. 


Even now Tikrit appears to "We got our prime 

be a bastion of Saddam target. This man was a 

Hussein support, "There are close associate of 
dozens of former Saddam Hussein," 
bodyguards and former Lieutenant Russell said 
regime folk in Tikrit," US 


close associate of 
Saddam Hussein," 

Lieutenant Russell said 


29 July-Warlords 

backed by the United 
States are creating a 
climate of fear in 
Afghanistan, an 

international human 
rights group has said. 

In a new report, Human 
Rights Watch says the 
US-led coalition's 

support for warlords in 
Afghanistan is 

destabilizing the country 
and could threaten next 
year's elections. Human 
Rights Watch also 
highlights abuses carried 
out by army and police, 
some of them working to 
senior ministers in 
President Hamid Karzai's 
government. 

The report comes a day 
after a provincial 
governor called on US- 
led coalition forces to 
mount military 

operations to target 
resurgent Taliban forces. 
Human Rights Watch's 
Brad Adams said the 
warlords had "hijacked" 
the country outside 
Kabul. "Human rights 
abuses in Afghanistan are 
being committed by 
gunmen and warlords 


who were propelled into 
power by the United States 
and its coalition partners 
after the Taliban fell in 
2001," he said. 

"The United States and the 
United Kingdom in 
particular need to decide 
whether they are with 
President Karzai and other 
reformers in Kabul or with 
the warlords." 

A spokesman for Mr Karzai 
said the government was 
doing all it could to cut 
down on human rights 
abuses but said it was "a 
gigantic task". 

Among the police and army 
abuses described in the 
report are kidnappings, 
burglaries, rapes and 
extortions. 

The group also says 

political activists and 
journalists are being 

harassed, arrested and 
threatened with death by 
security officials. 

The abuses are being 

carried out by police 

working under senior 
officials, including cabinet 
ministers and provincial 


governors, the report 
claims. In some parts of the 
country, the atmosphere of 
intimidation means that 
women are not leaving their 
homes and girls are not 
going to school 

The continued threat of 
Taliban forces . is also 
causing concern in some 
areas. 

Six Afghan policemen were 
killed in an ambush by 
suspected Taliban and al- 
Qaida fighters in the 
Helmand Province on 
Sunday. 

Fears of a Taliban 
resurgence led the deputy 
governor of the southern 
Zabol Province to call on 
the US-led coalition for 
military support. 

Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
who shares his name with 
the ousted Taliban leader, 
said the province's own 
forces were unable to cope. 

Hundreds of Taliban 
fighters were roaming 
freely in several districts, 
he said, intimidating 
government employees and 
supporters 




28 July The United Nations 
has welcomed the decision 
by the Afghan President, 
Hamid Karzai, to set up a 
joint Afghan-UN 

commission to organize 
presidential elections next 
year. The commission will 
have 10 members, half of 


them to be nominated by 
Mr Karzai and the 

remainder by the UN 

mission in Afghanistan. A 
UN spokesman, Manoel de 
Almeida e Silva, said 

establishing the 

commission was a very 

important step which he 



hoped would accelerate the 
electoral process Before 
Afghans can go to the polls, 
their government has to 
draw up a constitution. 
Public consultations began 
in June and will .culminate 
in a grand assembly, known 
as a Loya Jirga, in October 




28 July -Six Afghan 
policemen have been killed 
in an ambush by suspected 
Taliban and al-Qaida 
fighters, provincial officials 
say. A spokesman for the 
governor of Helmand 
Province said the men died 
when their vehicle was 
attacked with rocket- 
propelled grenades and 
automatic rifles. The 
policemen were ambushed 
late on Sunday. News of 
the attack came soon after a 
senior official in another 
southern province appealed 
for help from US-led 
coalition forces. 

The deputy governor of 
Zabol Province called on 
the coalition to mount a 
military operation against 
resurgent Taliban forces in 


the area. The province's 
own forces were unable to 
cope, said Mullah 

Mohammed Omar, who 
shares his name with the 
ousted Taliban leader. 

Hundreds of Taliban 
fighters were roaming 

freely in several districts, 
he said, intimidating 
government employees and 
supporters. 

Zabol is the only province 
in Afghanistan where the 
Taliban have named their 
own governor and officials 
to rival those appointed by 
the government in Kabul. 
In April this year the 

Taliban captured a district 
in the north of Zabol, Deh 
i-Chopan, before 

government troops were 
sent to retake control. 


Afghan government troops 
have been deployed in the 
southern province of Paktia 
in the first major combat 
operation for the Afghan 
National Army (ANA). 
About 1,000 ANA soldiers 
- a fifth of its total trained 
manpower - were deployed 
on Tuesday along with US 
and Italian troops in an 
operation aimed at tracking 
down Taliban and al-Qaida 
fighters. 

A US spokesman for 
Operation Warrior Sweep 
reported uncovering arms 
dumps along the border 
with Pakistan. 

However, Colonel Rodney 
Davis said on Friday, there 
had been no "contact" with 
militants. 


july 28-ISLAMABAD 
(The News) - President of 
the United Arab Emirates 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
A.I-Nahyan is worried about 
di Terences between 

Paxistan and Afghanistan, 
as he wants to see both the 
brotherly countries strong 
and stable. 

This was stated by 
Ambassador of the UAE to 
Pakistan Ali Muhammad 
Al-Shamsi in a special 

interview with The News 
here on Sunday. When 
asked if there was any 
particular reason behind the 
luncheon he hosted for 
Afghan Interior Minister 
Ali Ahmed Jalali and his 
entourage, he said the UAE 
has brotherly relations with 
both Pakistan and 

Afghanistan and Ali 
Ahmed Jalali visited 

Islamabad at a difficult 
time. He said the visit of 
the Afghan minister has 


helped m mend,eg the provis,on of mcdical 
differences between the two &cilities t0 ,he P eople in 


brotherly countries. Ali the war - rava » ed Irat l 
Muhammad Al-Shamsi, Moreover - he said - 
who is also ambassador of UAE haS speM several 


his country to Afghanistan, mlll,0n dirhams on 
said the Pakistani and humanitarian assistance and 

Afghan leaders were installa,ion of water 
prudently resolving the P uliflcation P la "‘ s «* 

problems, as peace and SUpply ° f clea ” drinking 

„„„ ... water to the Iraqi people 

security was their common- 1 K K 

interest. "To achieve this 

objective, all should make AI - Shamsi als ° P° inted ° ut 
concerted efforts for peace ,hat hundreds of in i ured 
and harmony between I™t> a have been repatriated 

Afghanistan and Pakistan," to their countIy after 

. ‘ ., treatment in the UAE 

he said. 

hospitals while Sheikh 
Responding to a question, bin Sultan Al- 

the UAE envoy said that Nahyan haS als0 a P proved 
because of-his love for the c0nstructl0n ° f a hos P ilal in 
people of Pakistan, Shetkh Iraq at a cost ° f 1 8 million 

Zayed bin Sultan Al- d,rhams The UAE has sent 

XTU , 4 n spent 7.9 million dirhams 

Nahyan has spent Rs 28 r 

. I, .. ~ . c on food for Iraqi children 

million on installation of 15 H 

. . „ ■ , c and other goods and have 

tube-wells in rural areas of ° 


Balochistan 


province, 
the UAE 


taken steps for the 
establishment of a 
rehabilitation centre for 


_ .1 . i viiuuimauun vvmi v iui 

government has spent 3.3 

million dirhams for aged and disabled Iraqis in 

Baghdad costing $425,000. 
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29 July A multinational 
team has visited a remote 
border region of Pakistan to 
investigate Afghan claims 
that Pakistani troops have 
trespassed over the border. 

Officials from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and the US 
visited the Mohmand 
region, about 100 
kilometres north-west of 
th- city of Peshawar 

Pakistan deployed federal 
troops to the Mohmand 
area last month for the first 
time in the region's history 
as part of an attempt to stop 
the infiltration of suspected 
al Qaida and Taliban 
fighters into Pakistan.But 
Afghan militias who have 


engaged in small arms fire visited several small 
with Pakistani troops have villages on the Pakistani 
accused the Pakistanis of side of the border, the 
going up to 40 km into Associated Press news 
Afghan territory. agency reports. 


And such claims have 
increased tensions between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 

Demonstrations against the 
incursions have been held 
in the Afghan cities of 
Kabul and Kandahar 

The Pakistani embassy in 
Kabul was closed briefly 
earlier this month after it 
was stormed by a mob 

Mahmood Shah, a senior 
Pakistani government 
official in the region, said 
that the delegation had 


But he said it did not cross 
into Afghanistan 

The investigating team will 
pass their findings to a 
trilateral commission set up 
to investigate the border 
clashes. 

Much of the border around 
Mohmand passes through 
rugged mountain territory 
and is not clearly 
delineated 

Many local tribes people 
pass freely between the two 
sides. 




Residents of a southern 
Afghan town close to the 
Pakistani border woke on 
Tuesday to posters 

threatening death to 25 
"informers" accused of 
collaborating with U S. and 
Afghan government forces. 
The posters, in the local 

Pashtu-language, appeared 
overnight in mosques in 
Spin Boldak and nearby 
villages and were attributed 

to the Taliban regime 

overthrown in 2001, 
residents said. "These 

people will be killed at the 


appropriate moment," said 
one of the posters signed 
"Taliban mujahideen" 

"These people have played 
important role in , the 

massacre of Taliban 

mujahideen, it said. "These 
people have been 

cooperating with the 
American forces and their 
agents despite Taliban 
warnings." 

Mullah Abdul Samad, an 
intelligence official in the 
former Taliban regime, said 
the list contained the names 


of "informers" hired by the 
Afghan government 

"They have been given 
privileges and facilities by 
the government for spying 
on the Taliban activities," 
he said by satellite phone 
from an undisclosed 

location. 

The US. military said 
coalition forces killed up to 
24 suspected Taliban 
fighters last Saturday after 
a coalition convoy came 
under guerrilla attack near 
Spin Boldak 



A group of Afghans 
whose applications for 
asylum were rejected by 
Britain arrived back in the 
capital Kabul on Tuesday. 


Most of the 49 who were 
sent back are almost 
bankrupt after paying 
human smugglers 

thousands of pounds to 
get them to the UK, 
airport officials said. 

“None of us is happy to 
be back. Afghanistan is 
still not safe,” said Abdul 
Wahed, 35, who paid 
smugglers £8,400 to 
sneak him into Britain 18 
months ago. 

Another man, 30-year-old 
Nabi Mohammedi, left 
Kabul just over a year 
ago and traveled to 
London via Pakistan. He 
too spent more than 


£8,000. After arriving in 
Britain, he spent months 
working illegally on a farm. 

British authorities detained 
Mohammedi in London in 
June. 

“They told me, 
’Afghanistan is fine. It is 
safe. You have no reason tp 
stay,”’ he said. “I told them 
how much I spent to get to 
Britain, how hard life is in 
Afghanistan. They did not 
care.” 

The first group of Afghans 
was expelled in April from 
Britain. Prime Minister 
Tony Blair has said his 
government aims to cut by 
50% the number of asylum 
seekers arriving in Britain. 

Refugee groups have called 
on the Government to delay 
the expulsions, arguing that 
Afghanistan is far from safe 
- a belief shared by man 


of the returnees. 
About two million Afghans 
have returned home since 
the former Taliban 

government was defeated in 
a US-led war in 2001. 
But at least two million 
more remain in exile, 

mostly in neighboring Iran 
and Pakistan. 

The UN High 

Commissioner For 

Refugees says many 

Afghans who remain 
abroad are afraid to return 
home because of an 
ongoing insurgency in the 
south and east, and 
factional fighting that 

plagues other parts of the 
country. 

Tens of thousands of 
returning refugees have 

ended up squatting in ruins 
in the capital, with few job 
opportunities and little 
food. 


30 July--Airlines in the 
United States have been 
warned that the al-Qaida 
terror network could 
carry out hijackings or 
suicide bombings by the 
end of the summer. 

The US Department of 
Homeland Security, set 
up after the 11 September 
attacks in 2001, also 
warned that US interests 
in countries such as the 
UK, Italy and Australia 
could be targeted. 

The alert sent out to US 
airlines and law 
enforcement agencies 
warns that al-Qaida has 
considered suicide 

hijackings and bombings 
as the best way to destroy 
planes as well as strike 
ground targets. 

The BBC's Ian Pannell, in 
Washington, said the 
warning was in stark and 
unusually blunt language. 
"Al-Qaida planners have 
primarily considered 
suicide hijackings and 
bombings as the most 


promising method to 
destroy aircraft in flight as 
well as to strike ground 
targets," the advisory said. 

"Attack venues may 
include the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Australia 
or the East Coast of the 
United States due to the 
relatively high 

concentration of 

government, military and 
economic targets." 

Australian officials have 
since claimed that the 
country was not on an al- 
Qaida list of potential 
targets and say the US will 
clarify the position. 

Nineteen hijackers were 
involved in the hijack of 
four planes for the 11 
September attacks which 
resulted in the death of 
thousands of people when 
two aircraft were flown 
into the World Trade 
Center. 

Since then, al-Qaida is 
believed to have been 
responsible for a number of 


terror attacks around the 
world including bombings 
in Saudi Arabia and 
Morocco. The warning 
added that the suicide- 
hijack method could be 
used again. 

"The hijackers may try to 
calm passengers and make 
them believe they were on 
a hostage, not suicide 
mission," it says. 

"The hijackers may attempt 
to use common items 
carried by travellers, such 
as cameras, as weapons," 
the advisory stated. Last 
week a 900-page 
congressional report was 
published criticising 

intelligence failings ahead 
of the 11 September 
attacks. Among key 

. points highlighted by the 
report were that agencies 
missed opportunities to 
disrupt the plot by 
detaining would-be 

hijackers and that 
inadequate attention was 
given to the threat of a 
terrorist attack against the 
US. 



People say: 

The Kabul municipality has 
stopped distribution of the 
land among the local 
people. Employers in the 
Kabul municipality make 
many different excuses and 
never want, to keep on their 
duties honestly. They want 
the businessmen own the 
land against some bribe. 
They are also willing to 
give the land to powerful 
people of the city 

People say: 

Some government 

administrations have taken 
some parts of the Kabul 
city in their property and 
have claimed that they will 
build these areas for the 
needs of their 

administrations. But they 
have not built any expected 
thing there and they have 
given these places against a 
monthly payment to some 
merchants. The rent they 
take from the merchants 
goes into their own pocket 
not into the government 


account. 

People say: 

Many teacher were scared 
in Balkh and Zabul 
provinces when they heard 
that the central government 
was going to fire them. 
Many students were feared 
when they heard that their 
schools are going to be 
closed. But after a while 
that* central government 
announced that they are not 
closing the schools and 
they are not firing the 
teacher and the previous 
declaration was a 
misunderstanding. When a 
government makes this 
kind of huge faults and 
faces misunderstanding, 
what a future will it and its 
people have? 

\People say: 

Some gangs are formed in 
some of high schools in 
Kabul. Many impolite 
students have come 
together and are bothering 
and beating some other 
students and do not let them 


study their lessons 
comfortably. They not only 
warn the students, but also 
warn the teachers direct and 
indirectly. 

People say: 

Many officers have gotten 
old and want to retire and 
many of them has already 
retired But how can they 
receive their rights or the 
money that need to be paid 
to them after the retirement. 
Because they have not 
received salaries of the 
months before their 
retirements. 

People say: 

The traffic officers usually 
get angry at the Afghan 
ministers. That is because 
whenever a minister goes to 
his ministry or goes back 
home, their bodyguards 
block the roads and make it 
easy for their boss get 
home, so the traffic officers 
have to' control the other 
cars that cause a big 
headache 
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